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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION. 

Mr. Enitor—I enclose you a pamphlet, published in London i the 
year 1819, containing in my opinion, the most complete exposition ex- 
tant of the pretended supernatural birth of the alleged founder of Chris- 
tianity. The subject is, no doubt, a stale one; but I am persuaded 
the able manner in which it has been discussed by the present writer, 
will render it acceptable to your readers. It is entitled “* The Miracu- 
lous Conception: or, the Divinity of Jesus Christ, considered as the 
Foundation of the Christian Religion.” H. 


There are two accounts of the miraculous conception, one in the gos- 
pel according to St. Matthew, the other in the gospel according to St 
Luke. In both these accounts there are several collateral circumstances 
which are here printed from the approved version, but the examination 
is intended to he confined as closely as possible to those parts only. 
which relate to the miraculous conception, and consequently, to the 
supposed divinity of Jesus Christ, that the Christian reader may see 
nakedly, and without disguise, the grounds of his faith. The story im 
St. Matthew is as follows :-— 


CHAP. I. “21. * And she shall bring forth a son 


“18. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was 
on this wise: when as his mother Mary 
was espoused to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. 

“19. Then Joseph her husband being a 
just man, and not willing to make her a 
public example, was minded to put her 
away privily. 

‘20, But while he thought on these 
things, behold the mee of the Lord ap- 
peared unto him in a dream, saying, ‘ Jo- 
seph, thou son of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife : for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 


and thou shalt call his name Jesus; for 
he shall save his people from their sins. 

“22. Now all this was done that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying, 

“23. Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call hisname Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted, is God with us. 

“24. Then Joseph being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his wife. 

“25. And he knew her not till she had 
brought forth her first-born son. And he 
called his name Jesus.” 


This ts all St. Matthew says on the subject 
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St. Luke’s account is more circumstantial, it is as follows : 


CHAP. I. 

“5. There was in the days of Herod, 
the king of Judea, a certain priest vamed 
Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his 
wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. 

“6. And they were both righteous be- 
fore God, walking in all the command- 
— and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
ess. 

“7. And they had no child, because 
that Elizabeth was barren, and they both 
were now well stricken in years. 

““§. And it came to pass, that while he 
executed the priest’s office before God in 
the order of his course, 

“9. According to the custom of the 
priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense 
when he went into the temple of the 
Lord. 

“10. And the whole multitude of the 
people were praying without at the time 
of incense. 

“11. And there appeared unto him an 
angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 

12. And when Zacharias saw him he 
* was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

‘13. But the angel said unto him, ‘Fear 
not, Zacharias; for thy prayer is heard; 
and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a 
son, and thou shalt call his name John 

“14, ‘And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness ; and many shall rejoice at his 
birth. 

“15. ‘For he shall be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 
nor strong drink; and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from his 
mother’s womb. 

“© 16. ‘And many of the children of 
israel shal! he turn to the Lord their God. 

“17. ‘And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; 
to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.’ 

“18. And Zacharias said unto the an- 
gel, ‘Whereby shal] I know this? for I 
am an old man, and my wife wellstricken 
in years.’ 

“19 And the angel answering said 
unto him, ‘I am Gabriel, that stand in 
the presence of God; and am sent to 
speak unto thee, and to shew thee these 
glad tidings. 

“20. ‘And behold thou shalt be dumb, 
and not able to speak, until the day that 
these things shall be performed, because 


thou believest not my words, which shal| 
be fulfilled in their season.’ 

“21. And the people waited for Za- 
charias, and marvelled that he tarried sv 
long in the temple. 

“29, And when he came out, he could 
not speak unto them ; and they perceived 
that he had seen a vision in the temple; 
for he beckoned unto them and remained 
speechless. 

“23. And it came to pass, that as soon 
as the days of his ministratiou were ac- 
complished, he departed to bis own 


“house. 


“24. And after those days his wife 
Elizabeth conceived, and hid herself five 
months, saying, 

“25. ‘Thus hath the Lord dealt with 
me in the days wherein he looked on me, 
to take away my reproach among men,’ 

“* 26 And in the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, 

“27. To a virgin espoused to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

“28. And the angel came in unto her 
and said, ‘ Hail, thou that art highly fa- 
voured, the Lord is with the: blessed art 
thou among women.’ 

‘29. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this 
should be. 

“30. And the angel said unto her, 
‘Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God. 

“ 31. ‘ And behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name Jesus. 

“32. ‘He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David : 

“ 33. ‘And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; and of his king- 
dom there shall be no end.’ 

‘‘ 34. Then said Mary unto the angel, 
‘How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man ?’ 

«35. And the angel answered and said 
unto her, ‘The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highesi 
shalt overshadow thee : therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God. 

“ 36. ‘And, behold, thy cousin Eliza- 
beth, she hath also conceived a son in her 
old age: and this is the sixth month with 
her. who was cailed barren. 
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‘For with God nothing shall be 
impossible. 

‘38. And Mary said, ‘ Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word.’ And the angel de- 
parted from her. 

‘39. And Mary arose in those days, 
and went into the hill-country with haste, 
into a city of Judea; 

‘“*40. And entered into the house of 
Zacharias, and saiuted Elizabeth. 

“41. And it came to pass, that, when 
Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, 
the babe leaped in her womb; and Eliza- 
beth was filled with the Holy Ghost. 

“42. And she spake out with a loud 
voice, and said, ‘ Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb. 

* 43. ‘And whence is this to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to 
me ? 

“44. ‘For lo, as soon as the voice of 
thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the 
babe leaped in my womb for joy. 

‘45. ‘ And blessed is she that believed: 
for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the 
Lord.’ 


‘46. And Mary said, ‘My soul doth 
maginify the Lord. 

“47. ‘And my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour. 

“48. ‘For he hath regarded the low 
estate of his handmaiden: for, behold 
irom henceforth all generations shaii call 
me blessed. 

‘“« 49. ‘ For he that is mighty hath dore 
to me great things; and holy is his name 

“59. “And his mercy is on them that 
fear him from generation to generation. 

“51. ‘ He hath shewed strength with 
his arm; he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. 

“52. * He hath put down the mighty 
from their seats, and exalted them of low 
degree. 

“53. ‘He hath filled the hungry witli 
good things; and the rich he hath sent 
= away. 

54. ‘Tle hath holpen his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his merey. 

“55. ‘As he spake to our fathers, to 
Abraham, and to his séed forever.’ 

* 56. And Mary abode with her abou: 
three months, and then returned to her 
ovwn house.” 


The whole of the foregoing matter, as well that taken from Matthew 
as that from Luke, is rejected by the Unitarians as spurious. ‘This sect, 





which is every day increasing, contains, and has long contained, niany 
very learned men: and these men have for the use of the sect made u 


new translation of the Testament, which is published under the title of 


* The New Testament, in an Improved Version,” &c. 

In a long note, appended to the 16th verse of the Ist chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, reasons ate given for rejecting the story of the miraculous concep- 
tion. Among other things it observes, ‘‘ The account of the miraculous 
conception of Jesus was probably the fiction of some early Gentile con- 
vert, who hoped, by elevating the founder, to abate the popular preju- 


dices against the sect. See upon this subject. Dr. Priestly’s History of 


Early Opinions, Vol. IV. Book iii. c. 29; Pope on the Miraculous Con- 
ception ; Dr. Williams’s Free Enquiry ; Dr. Bells Arguments for the au- 
thenticity of the Naratives of Matthew and Luke, and Dr. Williams’s 
Remarks ; Dr. Campbell’s and Dr. Newcombe’s Notes upon the Text ; 
Mr. Evansons Dissonance, chapter. 1. sect. 3. chap. ili. seet. 2. ; Jones’s 
Development of Events, Vol. I. p. 365,” &c. 

In a note to the Ist chapter of Luke, the Improved Version has six ar- 
ticles, containing reasons for rejecting both that and the succeeding 
chapter. The six articles are summed up by the following observation ; 
‘* And there are many other circumstances in the story which wear an 
improbable and fabulous aspect.’’ “ It has,” they continue, “ been ob- 
jected, that so large and gross an interpolation could not have escaped 
detection, and would never have been so early and so generally received. 
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In reply to this objection it is observed, that the interpolation was uot 
admitted into the Hebrew* copies of Matthew’s Gospel, ner into Mar- 
cion’st copies of Luke. That it is notorious that forged writings, un- 
der the names of the apostles, were in circulation almost from the apos- 
tolic age. See 2 Thessalonions, chap. ii. ver. 2. That the orthordox 
charge the heretics with corrupting the text; and that the heretics re- 
criminate upon the orthodox. Also, that it was much easier to introduce 
interpolation when copies were few and scarce, than since they have 
been multiplied by means of the press. And finally, that the interpola- 
tion in question would, to the generality of Christians, be extreme ‘ly grati- 
fying, as it would lessen the odium attached to C thristianity from its 
founder being a crucified Jew, and would elevate him to the d lignity of 
the heroes and demi- gods of the heathen mythology. 

The Unitarians, reject all that is related of the birth of Christ, as spu- 
rious and interpolated, and of course consider him as the son of Joseph 
and Mary, begot in the ordinary way; and they give references to many 
scholars and inquisitive men, in whose works the curious reader will find 
a number of learned arguinents against the stories of Matthew and Luke 
being received, and to ‘these he is referred. What follows is a short ex- 
amination of the two stories on the principles of what is usually called 
common sense, in the way in which an ordinary man would investigate 
a tale in which he was interested in knowing the truth. 

We will begin with Matthew, because he is admitted to have been the 
_ oldest writer. 

Ver. 18. “‘ Before they came together.”’ It was necessary to premise 
this, because their “‘ coming together”’ was in no way disreputable accord- 
ing to the custom of the Jews of that time. It was usual when both 
of the parties were of mature age, for them to come together as soon as 
they were espoused ; if the woman became great with child, they were 
then married, if otherwise, the espousement continued for a year, when 
the parties were usually married; but it sometimes happened that they 
separated by consent. Not having children being considered a curse. 

Ver. 19. ‘‘ Joseph was minded to put her away privily.’”’ In the for- 
mer verse it is said, “she was found with child of the Holy Ghost ; 
here, it seems, it was not suspected to be “ of the Holy Ghost,” but by a 
man, and that too as a fraud upon Joseph, who was minded in conse- 
quence to put her away. It follows, also, that Mary was unconscious 
that it was ‘‘ of the Holy Ghost” she was breeding, or we must suppose 
she would not have failed to have told Joseph of so very important a cir- 
cumstance , it is, however, abundantly plain, she told him nothing about 
it. ‘She was found with child.” How found? By her own confes- 
sion. No such thing; had that been the case; it would certainly have 
been mentioned ; and the angel which, in the next verse, came on pur- 
pose to announce it, would, instead of announcing it, have come only to 
have confirmed her account of her being with child, without having 
known man, and to say how it happened. But, no: the angel comes 
not for any such purpose, but to prevent her being put away when it had 
been discovered that she was breeding. By what was she found to be 
with child? By her appearance? No: in that case, “ putting her away 
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privily’’ would have been absurd? By her friends! No; * putting her 
away privily would in that ease have been ¢ ~jtrertly absurd. It could 
then have been known to no one but her husband Jose ‘ph, who finding 
himself imposed upon, was willing to hide his shame by gettmg rid ot 
her in the quietest way he could. But ail this happened “ before they 
came together ;”’ this assertion was made for the open-imouthed wide- 
throated, credulous, ignorant people, to whom this Gespel was addressed, 
and for their successors, ‘‘ who strain at a gnat, and swaliow a camel.’ 

If they had “ not come together,” all Joseph would have had to do 
would have been to send her home again to her parents; he would have 
had no occasion to cogitate on the means of getting rid of her ; he would 
have told her relatiuns, ‘ My bargain was for sound ware, and I canno! 
take this ‘ cracked pitcher,’ and there the matter would have ended. 
But it was by their coming together that Joseph found out she was with: 
child ; how long they had cohabited does not appear, but it must have 
been some time, according to the easy, familiar style of the narrative : 
“When as his mother Mary was espouse ‘d to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found w ith child.” Their bh: wing been together, and 
her being with child, were indeed the only reasons why he could not 
send her home again, as barrenness was a curse, so fruitfulness was a 
blessing, and had Joseph sent her home he would have been reminded 
that he had possessed the person of his espoused, and was in a fair way 
to be blessed. According to the Jewish law and custom, he had no cause 
for complaint, and could have received no redress; therefore he ‘‘thought 
on these things and was minded to put her away privily.”’ 

To be Concluded in our next 


DEITY. 

Mr. Epvrror.—This is the first opportunity L have had of thanking 
S. E. L. for his note, in No. 18, Vol. LIL. of the Correspondent. The 
object of my enquiry (No. 16.) was to induce some worthy Deist to show 
cause why sentence should not be pronounced on his God, as he pro- 
nounces against that of the Christian. Now [hold that the Christian 
God is as good as any other God; but L perfectly concur with 8, E. L. 
in the belief, that an attempt te discover the existence of an “ intelli- 
geut author or cause”’ is more likely to perplex and bewilder, than to in- 
struct or improve us :—for, when we can rationally account for the 
effects we witness by causes, the tendencies and consequences of which 
are familiar to every one, it is worse than useless to superadd another 
power to that which is already sufficient. Even those who maintain the 
existence of a Deity, do not pretend to attribute to an intelligent agency 
the every day occurrences that take place around them; but when they 
contemplate an aggregate of these, or consider as a whole the universe 
of things, they imagine an undesigning cause cannot possess energies 
capable of producing such results. . 

If it be admitted, as it is assumed, that matter is eternal; that attrac- 
tion and repulsion are inherent pronerties of matter: that there is a ean 
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finual action and reaction in every portion of it, L think it cannot be de- 
nied that motion is a necessary consequence of these, if it is not indeed. 
a necessary state of matter. And these prineiples are e¢ qually simple 
when extended to the grand and imposing phenomena of revolving 
worlds, as when they are confined to the infinite small divisions of par- 
ticular substances. If any period may be assigned at which these sub- 
lime operations commenced, such an actor as God is represented to have 
heen, might have been spared the pains he is supposed to have taken. 
The Mosaic account exhibits him as soliloquising; and behold accord- 
ing to his soliloquy, light springs forth; and other equally astonishing 
effects arise from the potency of his word. To me, I must confess, it 
seems rather more probable that some inconceivable eruption separated 
the mynads of worlds from their parent mass, imparting direct or cen- 
trifugal motion to each respective planet, which would necessarily be 
subject to the power of attraction, and thus be thrown into, and preserv- 
ed in, the orbits which such impulses infallibly oblige them to describe. 

According to some established laws, as invariable as these, vegetables 
and animals, even up to man, mnst have been originally producec d—at 
‘ Jeast, according to such laws they are produced at this time, for though it 
may be said that God made his noble creature man “ of the dust of the 
earth, and ‘ his last best gift’? of Adam’s rib, yet the more essential act 
of creation, that by which they ** hecame living souls,” must have taken 
place then, and ever since then, in precisely the same manner. ‘Though 
the recipient may have been, and probably was differently prepared, yet 
the vital principle must have been evolved, acquired or communicated, 
at all times in the same way. And whatever it may be, we have reason 
and analogy for believing that it is nothing independent, distinct and se- 
parate from the being it enlivens, any more than any thing else is a 
cause independent of ‘the effect it produces. 

While I am on this subject, [hope to be excused for a passing com- 
ment on the interesting lecture on the principle of vitality, by your (I 
wish I could say our) Secretary. It would seem that he identifies it (in 
vegetables at least) with those linear bodies discovered by the com- 
pound microscope ; for, immediately after stating Mr. Ellis’ experiment, 
(Vol. TL. p. 251) he says, “ it isnot by infusion me rely that the exist- 
ence of this vital energy is ascertuined.”-—* It has long heen a per- 
plexing question,” he continues, “ how the evident secretive processes of 
vegetables are carried on,” and, after quoting Sir James Smith, that 
‘the agency of the vital principle alone can account for these wonders, 
though to our understandings it cannot explain them,” he adds, “ it ap- 
pears to me that the vital principle, here alluded to, and considered so 
inexplic ible by this great botanist, is the same energetic force, the same 
linear bodies discovered by the experiments of Bywater and Ellis.”—If 
I have mistaken these expressions I hope I shall be corrected ; if I have 
not I would suggest that it remains to be shown, what is the energy 
giving life to those linear bodies, which are supposed to be identical with 
the vital principle, effecting the vegetable secretions ? 


Yours, &c. E. M. 
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LECTURE. 
DELIVERED AT THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION 
On the Origin of Man.—By a Member. 
Concluded from page 406. 

The four stomachs of the ruminating animals, as the cow, the gout, 
the sheep, &c. consist, Ist, of the paunch or sack, internally divided 
slightly into four parts and covered with papule like the tongue. 

2d, ‘The honeycomb bag, cut up into small cells or cavities. 

3d, The manyplus or plies is divided into many portions (40 to LOO) 
by a folding of the skin. 

4th, The red bag, nearly as large as the paunch, shaped like a tunnel 
and covered by a thick fuzzy coat. 

The peculiar structure of the stomach in the camel and the lama, 
which enable them to take at one time a sufficient quantity of water 
to last several days, and which enable them to traverse a sandy desert, 
is worthy attention. With regard to the intestinal canal in ruminating 
and herbiverious animals that canal is longer than in the carniverous. 

I have enumerated these peculiarities to show that man does not 
belong exclusively to the tribe who live on flesh alone, or to the 
herbiverous or yegetable eaters, and at this day he will not be 
classed among birds or fishes, although formerly] he was designa- 
ted as an animal with two legs and without feathers. But it is rather a 
singular circumstance, that in the anatomical structure of the digestive 
organs man resembles the hog more than any other animal, and they 
have both been designated as omniverous 1. e. constructed to digest every 
thingand any thing, although I suppose the lord of creation will not feel 








himself highly flattered with being associated with the only free citizen of 


this free and chartered republican city, where the superstitious prejudi- 
ces of the majority must be flattered by idling a seventh part of the time 
away ; and provided that it is lost, it is imaterial how, but it must not be 
spent honestly, soberly, and industriously, in gaining a support for our- 
selves and families—of a city where the convenience of the minority 
must yield to the scruples, the cavils, and undetermined systems of the 
majority, for the minority having no power, can have no right but the 
right of losing a seventh part of their time, which according to the max- 
ims of Dr. Franklin, that time is money, is giving a seventh of their pro- 
perty, to pay the majority for being the strongest. 

But to return, the origin of the human race is a subject on which 
there has been much written, but over which there remains clouds and 
darkness, and on which, from the necessity of the case, there can be no 
positive evidence. ‘The variety of traditionary tales and fables can, at 
this time, form no data upon which to found any rational theory of the 
manner by which the earth was first populated, Even anological rea- 
soning, although made the foundation of hypothesis, fails us here, so 
that we can only draw general conclusions from the nat ural history ef 
man, by which we may disprove those hy potheses, and also the religious 
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tales of first parents, and their creation by an imaginary being. The 
facts in the natural history of man and other animals go strongly to 
prove that the whole human race are not derived from one and the same 
common stock. ‘'T'o pretend to trace man in his descent from that stock 
from history or tradition, is absurd inthe extreme. Authentic history is 
but short when on the best authority, and beyond it fable and obscurity 
prevent examination. Neither the annals or tradition of any people 
reach back to the remote ages, when the various ramifications of the 
original stock, if any existed, separated from each other, and took pos- 
session of the different countries where they are now settled. 

The pretence of deriving a knowledge of the origin of man, by divine 
inspiration and revelation is ov erthrown by the same arguments which 
disprove revelation on all other subjects ; but in the Jew ish accounts on 
this subject the contradictions are as numerous as on every other. 

The supposition that man was originally a monkey does not at present 
possess any advocates, and scarcely deseserves attention. 

The philosopher, surrounded by a multitude of immense objects, ha» 
always souglit to raise that mysterious veil, which conceals the cause of 
the most surprising phenomena of nature. It is thus that the first use- 
ful discoveries have arisen: these have opened the way to researches stil! 
more wonderful, by the aid of which the fact has been established, that 
natural things have between them an affinity, more or less remote or im- 
mediate, direct or indirect. 

The continued examination of the great book of nature, has enabled 
us to establish several primitive laws, and led us to adopt a number of 
-immoveable principles, of which we may avail ourselves in order to elu- 
eldate various phenomena peculiar to living beings. 

Guided by this meitiad entirely analytical, and conducted by experi- 
ment, we arrive at just relations, unequivocal analogies, and solid points 
of union. 

In conformity to these philosophical principles we should investigate 
the prime origin of the human body, it has been the theme of profound 
meditation, and the subject of much dispute ; but little has been deter- 
mined. 

What is called the equivocal generation of animals was taught by 
Pythagoras and Anaxagoras, and is ascribed to Aristotle, and was known to 
Hy ppocrates—it teaches a certain law of nature by which matter variously 
combined tends to produce an organized being. The theory of Buffon 
was somewhat similar; he supposed that the primitive molecules, or 
particles of animals, were deposited in the bosom of nature already or- 
ganized and living, and consequently more disposed to the generation of 
different organized beings. 

These doctrines have still many advocates, who maintain that man 
was originally produced with his present structure from the catenation, 
or accidental union of materials ; while others have supposed that ia this 
manner the inferior and most simple animals were produced, whose im- 
provement in cach successive generation has terminated in the produc- 
tion of man. ‘That the latter can derive but feeble support from facts is 
evident. Upon it is founded that theory which has given celibrity to the 
name of Monboddo, who derived man immediatelv from the monkev : 
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he being a monkey without a tail. The whole is contrary to that of 
Linneus, who derived all animals from an egg; The egg originating 
trem the accidental concurrence of circumstances. 

On the whole, there is every reason to belicve that the origin of ali 
animals has been the same, and that the laws and conditions of repro 
duction prevail alike in the economy of all; natare accomplishing her 
purposes by some peculiarities of structure and mode of action, which 
produces some trifiing diversit he but by no deviation from first princi- 
ples, and a constant and permanent difference has been permanently 
maintamed, whether the di ference be great or small. With respect to 
man, the deriving him from a single pair is disproved by the varieties of 
the human race, which seem to be altogether racieal. 

Let us take the two opposite varieties of the (uunan os the Cau- 

casian variety and the Negro ; there is aiid ‘nily a great diversity, and 
in other respects as well as in the color of the skin ; as in the straight 
hair of the one, and the curled wool of the other, the form of the features 
the skull, the beard, ali show them to be distinet varieties, these the» 
exhibit two varieties. 

The Caucasian, from which is derived the inhabitants of Europe, ex 
cept the Laplanders, and consequently of this country, descended from 
the Haropean stock, and which are marked by the fair skin, straigh 
hair, blue and black eyes, high forehead, regular features, and when per- 
fect, possessing a nice correspondence and pe rfect syminetry of parts, 
with a factal angle, almost a nght angle, the nose arched, and the mouth 
and chin or formed ; these characteristics are more particularly ex- 
hibited by the Caucasians aud Geor 


giaus, Who have hitherto supplied 
the seraglios of the east with femaie slaves, more highly valued for their 
beauty and symmetry than any other nation. ‘The Syrians, Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, Me ‘des, Persians, Je ws, Turks, Arabs, Afghans, tlindoos of 
high cast, Gipsies, Moors, Guanches of the Canaries, Greeks, Romans. 
and Eeyptians. It was ‘supposed by Bruce, that the Egyptians were 
Cushites, or Negroes ; ‘ but (says Cuvier,) now that we distinguish the 
several human races by the bones of the head, and that we possess so 
many of the ancient Egyptian embalmed bodies, it 1s easy to prove that 
whatever may have been the hue of their skin, the -y belonged to the same 
race with ourselves ; that their cranium and brain were equally volumi- 
nous ; in a word that they forined no exception to that cruel law which 
seems to have doomed to eternal inferiority, all the tribes of our species 
which are unfortunate enough to have a depressed or compressed 
cranium.” 

‘With our perfect experience of the capacity of Negroes, (asks Law- 
rence,) and our knowledge, in which the w hole race has remained for 
twenty centuries, can we deem it possible that they could have achieved 
such prodigies? Could the ancient Grecian philosophers have resorted 
to Egypt to study the sciences, religion and laws, discovered and framed 
by men with black skins, woolly hair, and slanting foreheads ? 

Ido not advance these things with the intention to depreciate that 
race of men, or to advocate slavery. In examining scientific subjects, 
we must take nature as we find her; we must proceed in our investiga- 
tions, careless where they may bring us out, and satisfied that in seruti- 
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nizing the laws of the Universe, in the pursuit of truth, we cannot know 
too much. That there is a peculiarity in the Negro formation, every one 
must be satisfied who have seen that race. Universal conset seems to 


have marked the narrow forehead, depressed, the thickness of the bones of 


the skull, the greater size of the openings, the larger eye sockets, the 
ponderous jaws and muscles attached, the animal organs much enlarged, 
the intellectual organs much diminished, the nasal orgau broader, flatter, 
and the cavity more winding, the cheek ‘bones more prominent, « certain 
peculiarity about the hips and gait, which are broader and more unsta- 
ble, a greater length of heel, so that the feet are directed more outward, 
and the knees are more apart, the thickness of the calves, situated 
higher. These characteristics are altogether sufficient to mark two dif- 
ferent varieties, and that there are more than two, | shall show hereafter. 
Now I would ask whence do these varieties arise? If the first pair were 


of the Caucasian formation, whence arose the Negro variety ; and if 


they were of the latter, whence the white variety? Was one of our first 
parents of one race, and one of the other? if so, how is it that the pro- 
geny is not of the Mullatto and Creole cast. It is true, man tihabits 
every climate and soil, is acted on by the greatest variety of external 
agences, using every kind of food, and following every mode of life, but 
even these are not sufficient to account for the different varietcs, the 
the negro is the negro still, brought from Africa, and remaining in a 
climate nearer the poles, as with us; and the European does not loose 
his characteristics, although his skin may be s mewhat tinged, by re- 
siding within the tropics. 
[To be concluded in our next. } 


Triumph of Liberal Principles.—l\t will be perceived by the sub- 
joined statement, of the proceedings at a public meeting of the citizens 
of Utica, held on the 5th inst. that the friends of liberal principles, fully 
alive to the encroachments of the priesthood, have rallied ; and that the 
result has been a signal triumph over these enemies of knowledge and 


general improvement. It appears by a prefatory note to the following 


narrative, that the defeated party had been extremely active in misrep- 
resenting the proceedings ; a conduct which, although very common 
with men of their description, was calculated to create misconceptions 
abroad as to the character of the inhabitants of Utica, and their real ob- 
jects and views. The publication became, therefore, necessary, its in- 
tention, as stated, being ‘“‘ to represent the principles upon which the 
measures alluded to were advocated in the pulpit, and the subsequent 
measures which teok place at the pnbli: meetings of the citizens, with- 
out exaggeration or unjustifiable colouring. If there be any error (con- 


tinues the writer,) as to the former, it may be set right by a publication of 


the discourses referred to, precisely as they were delivered; the circum- 
stances which occurred afterwards can be substanciated by the united 
testimony of the large assemblies who were convened on those occasions, 
and it is believed will not, as to their substance at least, be seriously 
questioned by any.” 
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STATEMENT, &c. 

Ou the jirst Sunday of the present month the Rev. Mr. Wisner of 
Ithaca, presented himself to the citizens of Utica, as an agent of the So- 
ciety ¢: led “ The General Union for promoting the observance of the 
SAbbath.” He preached two sermons on that subject in the church of 
the first Presbyterian Society, in which, among other things, he stated 
that the affairs of the Church and of religion in this country were at pre- 
sent in a very low, unsafe, and despised condition, compared with what 
they ought to be, and must be before the blessing of God could be hoped 
for or expected upon our State and nation. He reprobated in strong 
terms the Rulers in both our national and state Governments, in all their 
branches, because they did not even affect to frame their measures or 
adopt any of their acts in reference to the glory of God or the interest 
and exaltation of the Church; that no man, in either our state or nation- 
al Legislature, would now dare to rise up and either advocate or oppose 
any measure, there pending, from a consideration of its bearing upon 
the glory of God and the interests ef His Church, since he would thereby 
become a sub;ect of ridicule and reproach. ‘That the time must come 
when all our pubhe measures must be taken in coincidence with the 
Chureh and in primary reference to her character and prosperity. He 
spoke with much approb::tion of the period when, in the davs of our Pu- 
ritan forefathers, the leading members and elders of the Church had a 
preponderating influence in the affairs of the State. In tmmediate re- 
ference to the late associations for enforcing the observance of the Sah- 
bath, he stated, among other things, that those who had embarked in 
them were resolved, in spite of every obstacle, to persevere until their ob- 
ject was accomplished, at the expense of their property, and, if necessa- 
ry, of their lives. That the principle which they had adopted must be 
extended and carried into all the business and relations of life, and that 
above all THey MUST BE CARRIED To THE POLLS, until such only as 
feared God and respected the cause of the Church were in possession of 
our public offices. That the two opposing armies, in the war which was 
to be carried on, on these great questions, were now arrayed, and the 
great battle was soon to be fought. He described all those who appear- 
ed in opposition to these views and schemes, as presumptuous sinners, 
attempting to lay their “ ruffian hands” on the sac red ark of the Lord. 

This is a brief, but, it is believed, faithful sketch of the leading senti- 
ments held forth in his two discourses ; ; at the close of which he notified 
a public meeting of the citizens, to be held at the Church on Monday 
evening, for the purpose of organizing a Society auxiliary to the Gene- 
ral Society for promoting the observance of the Sabbath. 

At the appointed hour a Jarge number, comprising many of the old 
and respectable citizens, attended, when they were addressed by Mr. 
Wisner, and a printed constitution laid before them, by him, for their 
consideration. No objection was made to any portion of this constitu- 
tion except that part of the 6th article containing the pledge of the mem- 
bers to patronize only such lines of boats, stages, and other conveyances, 
which were not suffered to be run at all on the Sabbath. To this, strong 
objections were made, and much discussion ensued, principally between 
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Mr. Wisner and a transient Englishman, then in the village, on the one 
side, and a number of gentlemen and citizens on the other. 11 soon be- 
coming evident that there was a large majority in the meeting for strik- 
ing out this obnoxious part of the article, Mr. Wisner declared that it 
must be adopted as it stood, if at all, or it would be of no use, as it would 
be inconsistent with the corresponding article of the General Union,— 
and in reply to the several gentlemen, who had very decorously stated 
their objections to it, said, in a very warm and uncourteous manner, that 
** if what he had heard there that ever:ng, was a fair specimen of the 
principles and feelings of the village of Utica, he thanked God, or de- 
served to be thankful, that he was not an. inhabitant of it.’ Upon this 
he was applauded, or understood to be applauded, by the clapping of 
soine, which was followed by the hisses of others, and a sceve of some 
confusion ensued. After which Mr. Wisner declined giving any ‘urther 
explanations, although desired so to do, saying, that it was an assembly 
of a character which it did not become him to address. At the earnest 
and repeated request of Mr. Wisner’s friends, the meeting was, about 10 
o'clock, adjourned without day. On Tuesday afternoon, pursuant to 
particular notice, a number of the latter assembled, pretty much by them- 
selves, (it being intimated to all otaers that their presence was not called 
for,) adopted and signed the printed constitution and pledge, as prescrib- 
ed by Mr. Wisner, without alteration or discussion of any sort. On the 
same evening, pursuant to public notice, a very large and respectable 
meeting of the citizens generally, convened at the Court room, and which 
resulted in the adoption of the following proceedings by an unanimous 
vote. 


At a numerous meeting of the citizens of the villave of Utiea, held at the 
Court Room, on Tuesday the 5t) day of August, 1828, pursuant to 
the following notice: 


PUBLIC MEETING.—A meeting of the citizens of Utica is request- 
ed at the Court House this evening, for the purpose of expressing their 
sentiments upon the measures now in progress for enforcing the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath. 


Tuesday, August 5th, 1828. 

Gen. Joseph Kirkland, was appointed Chairman. 

Kellogg Hurlburt, Secretary. 

The following resolutions, repor’ed by a committee appomted for that 
purpose, were, after full consideration and discussion, adopted. 

‘Resolved, as the sense of this meeting, That all attempts t enforce 
by temporal pains, penalties, or disqualifications, the observance of those 
moral obligations for the performance of which man is accountable only 
to his Maker, are unwarranted by revelation, abhorrent to enlightened 
reason, and inconsistent with the principles and spirit of the free institu- 
tions of our country. 

Resolved, That amongst this class of duties is that which consists in a 
due sanctification of the Sabbath, and that to presume to prescribe au- 
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thoritatively to our fellow men the precise manner or services in which 
sucii sanctification shall consist, is an attempt impracticable in its exeeu- 
tion, repuguant to the rights of private conscience, and irreconcilable 
with the free exercise of civil liberty. 

Resolved, That we fully recoguize and cordially reciprocate the sen- 
timents set forth in the third article of the constitution of “ the General 
Union for promoting the observatice of the Sabbath,” which is in the fol- 
lowing words :—** Article 3d. As the weapons of the christian warfare 
are not carnal, but spiritual, the means employed by this Society for ef- 
fecting their design, shall be exclusively the influence of personal exam- 
ple and persuasion, with arguments drawn from the oracles of God, from 
the existing laws of our country, and appeals to the consciences and 
hearts of en.” 

Resolved, therefore, That all associations or combinations having for 
their professed object the enforcement of the moral duties, before men- 


tioned, by attacks upon the business, the interests and the property of 


such of our fellow citizens who may decline to observe such duties in 
conformity to the prescriptions of such associations, are wholly unwar- 
rantable in themselves, and destructive in their consequence to the peace. 
harmony, and well being of civil society. 

Resolved, That although the strict principles of retributive justice 
might perliaps justify a retaliatory system of non-intercourse in business 
and good offices, in respect to all such persons as may have made them- 
selves parties io a combination for the purposes specified in the preceding 
resolutions, yet 't would lead to a result which we should deeply deplore 
and would most willingly avert. And that we deem it expedient there- 
fore, to suspend for the present, such determination, hoping, as we earn- 
estly do, that the occasion which calls for it will cease upon further con- 
sideration on the part of many who may have been iuduced into such a 
measure without Jue reflection upon its principles and tendency. 

And for the prevention of an injurious misconstruction of our views 
on this subject, it is further 

Resolved, That the due observance of the Sabbath by setting it apart 
to the exercises of religion and the instructions of morality, by an habit- 
ual abstinence from all recreations inconsistent with its solemnities, and 
from all such servile labour as is not essential to the wecessary purposes 
of civil society, is, (independent of its divine ordinance,) eminently con- 
ducive to the good order of community and friendly to the cause of bu- 
manity. And that it be and is hereby recommended to our fellow citi- 
zens so to regulate their customary business and recreations, as shall 
tend so far as is reasonably practicable, to promote a respectful obser- 
vance of the Sabbath, and to afford no unnecessary cause of offence to 
the most scrupulous friends to this institution in our country. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in all 
the papers printed in this village. 


JOSEPH KIRKLAND, Ch’n. 
KELLOGG HURLBURT, Sec’y. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Christian Creeds.—Any person wishing to know the progress of the 
christian faith, must look to the christian creeds, and compare them one 
with the other. There are three; the Apostles, the Athanasian, and the 
Nicene, and shew better than entire volumes, how christians have been 
adding dogmas to dogmas, and articles to articles, from age to age ; till 
at last they made up that monstrous and incomprehensible sum of faith 
which disgusts reason and puts common sense to the blush. 

The creed, called the Apostles, is, in some degree, modest, and requires 
assent to some things certain, such as that God is the Father Alinighty, 
maker of Heaven and Earth.—Some things not impossible—and other 
things, if not impossible, at least extremely improbable ; such for instance, 
as that a woman should get and be delivered of a child, and remain still 
a Virgin! However, as the ladies seem to be strenuous adv ocates for this 
Virgin doctrine, we shall not say much about it—They ought to be the 
better judges. 

But in the course of three or four centuries, it is wonderful how this 
Creed of the Apostles has been improved on, and what a number of young 
sprigs of divinity shot out of it. St. Athanasius found out one or two Gods 
more, and added them to the Creed; the first incomprehensible, the 
second incomprehensible, and the third incomprehensible—and what is 
more, St. Athanasius himself incomprehensible !—These strange and 
incomprehensible doctrines are found, we are told, in the New Testament, 
manufactured, most probably, by Athanasius himself or some of his pre- 
decessors, for the purpose of adding wonderful items to their Creed, and 
astonishing the ignorant world with their absurd incomprehensibilities. 

At the council of Nice, the Bishops made a Creed also, with its in- 
comprehensibilities, or rather absurdities ; but as they succeeded in per- 
suading the vulgar that their decisions were infallable, their resolutions 
could not be brought into question ; so they dashed on, and among other 
contradictory and impossible things, they informed us that the Holy 
Ghost, who spoke by the prophets, proceeded from the Father and the 
Son!! ! Just as if one would attempt to pursuade us, that his son was 
older than himself, and though he proceeded from him, that still he ex- 
isted several hundred years before the father was in being! but this is - 
too palpably absurb to admit sober reasoning on it. 

Now, if there were no other monuments of the progress of christian 
superstition and idolatry than these three Creeds, they would be abun- 
dantly sufficient to open the eyes of the blindest bigots —They must see 
that they believe dogmas and articles of faith, invented by sophistical 
Bishops for the purpose of enslaving the human mind and keeping it for- 
ever under their jurisdiction. Several christian sects indeed, are so much 
ashamed of Athanasius’ monstrous and damnable doctrines, that they 
have expunged his Creed from their services, and never repeat it in 
public or private. It is even with reluctance that it is brought forward 
in the church of England whose ministers, for the most part, could wish 
io have it buried in oblivion along with the author. But had these sec- 
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tarists we speak of reasoned right, they would put by those of the Apos- 
tles and of Nice along with it—for to reject that of Athanasius and to 
retain the others, is a contradiction—They are ali of a piece one onl) 
containing a greater number of revolting doctrines than the other. 
° 
Revivals. A system of boasting and exaggeration seems to be a promi- 
nent part of the modern Orthodox machinery. Look into their journals, 
and you will find in them the long detail which they give of revivals oi 
religion, that a very considerable number have occurred at a very conven- 
ient distance. ‘The Boston Recorder will tell you of the wonderful ex- 
citements that have taken place in the prairies of the West. The 
Charleston Observer informs its wondering readers of the special showers 
of grace that have descended upon the forests of Maine; while the Wes- 
tern Recorder and New York Observer, occupying more central posi- 
tions, are full of intelligence from the extremities. Where too are all the 
wonderful Orthodox scenes of sudden awakenings and marvellous revivals 
laid? They are generally in a far-off region, at a distance that defies the 
exposure of exaggeration or invention. The Orthodox of the North 
furnish the Orthodox of the West with a periodical supply of cheering 
intelligence about the rapid progess of their sectarian views and opera- 
tions ; and their Southern brethren are not backward in sending back a 
return cargo of the same commodities. The trade is a profitable one ; 
the advantages are mutual ; and it is not surprising, therefore, that it is 
carried on with alacrity and spirit.—Christian Register. 





- 


Free Press Tract Fund.—Although the advocates of liberal principles are opposed 
to those Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies, which have been established in this 
and other countries, the principle on which these Societies proceed cannot but 
receive their approbation. It, in fact, originated with the friends of civil and religious 
liberty in Europe, and would, long ere this, have overthrown political as well as 
spiritual tyranhy, had not measures been adopted to restrain the dissemination of 
all writings calculated to dispel the mists of ignorance. 

A plan so excellent and efficient was not to be lost sight of by the priesthood. 
‘They immediately perceived that a system so well adapted to operate on the 
human mind in favor of liberal principles, might, now that its progress had been 
arrested by the civil power, be acted upon with advantage in aid of religion. Pious 
tracts were thus substituted tor those of a liberal tendency; and that mighty engine, 
the press, the value of which can only be appreciated when it is employed in diffusing 
knowledge, has been prostituted to the base purpose of arresting the progress of 
science, in order to extend the empire of superstition, and the influence of the 
priesthood. 

The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the deception 
practised upon them—to give birth to reflection, and to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—ii is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more exten- 
sively, will have a more powertul effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than ten thousand of those religious productions. with which the country is inundated, 
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and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fiiths of the 1 
habitants. 

With these views, the “ Free Press Association” respectfully solicit the co-opera- 
tion of the friends of Truth throughout the United States, who will be supplied with 
Tracts at cost prices. 

Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent. 

A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A 
donation of 85, to 260 pages annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Press True’ 
Depository, 422, Broadway, New-York. 





AGENTS FOR THE COKR: PONDENT. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. John Turner, 134 Market Street. 
Cinemnati, O. Mr. Robert L. Jennings. 
Kendal, O. Mr. Matthew Macey. 
Paterson, N. J. Mr. Kobert Chiswell. 
Portsmouth, N. H. Mr. John Webster. 
Red Hook, N.Y. Erastus Marshal. 
Hudson. N. ¥. Moses Younglove. 


The friends of liberal principles throughout the United States, are respeetiully re 
quested to accept of the Agency of the Correspondent. Three volames are now 
completed, and setts can be had from the commencement, at the original Subscrip- 
tion price, [$1 50, a volume. } 

The following works are sold at the Office of the Correspondent. 

Ecce Homo; or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Nazareth, 12mo. be 
75 cents—bound and gilt, $1. 

Votney’s Ruins or Empires ; with the Law or Nature; a new translation, with 
plates, 8vo, bound and gilt, $1 25: also, 12mo, bds, 75 cents. 

Ace or Reason, pocket edition, with plates, 37 1-2 cents 

Tue Gop or tHe Jews ann Curistians! Embellished with a correct likeness 
[coloured ] 25 cents. 

** A liberal discount on the ebove to those taking quantities. 





*,* Subscribers to the Correspondent, who setile half yearly, are re- 
minded that by the original conditions they are now in arrear for Vol. IV. 
which commenced on the 26th ultimo.—It would save the trouble and ex- 
pense of collecting, if Subscribers were to pay at our Office. 





Free Press Associalion.—The mneetings of the Association are now held in the Tem- 
ple of Science, (formerly the Bethel Academy) Elizabeth-Street, between Houston and 
Bleeker-streets. A Theological lecture will be delivered on Sunday, (to-morrow) the 
17th instant, at 4 o'clock, in the afternoon. The Scientific lectures are postponed 
during the continuance of the warm weather. ; 





The CORRESPONDENT is published at 422 Broadway, by Gro. Housron & 
Co. Terms—S3 per ennem in advance 














